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(13) A listing of program policy fac-
tors, if any, indicating the relative im-
portance of each, if appropriate. Exam-
ples of program policy factors are:

(i) Geographic distribution;
(ii) Diverse types and sizes of appli-

cant entities;
(iii) A diversity of methods, ap-

proaches, or kinds of work; and
(iv) Projects which are complemen-

tary to other DOE programs or
projects;

(14) References to or copies of:
(i) Statutory authority for the pro-

gram;
(ii) Applicable rules, including the

appropriate subparts of this part;
(iii) Other terms and conditions ap-

plicable to awards to be made under
the solicitation, including allowable
and unallowable costs and reporting re-
quirements;

(iv) Policies and procedures for pat-
ents, data, copyrights, audiovisual pro-
ductions and exhibits;

(v) Any required assurances not in-
cluded in the application form;

(15) The deadline for submission of
required or optional preapplications;

(16) Date, time, and location of any
briefing for applicants;

(17) Required presubmission reviews
and clearances, including a statement
as to whether review under E.O. 12372,
‘‘Intergovernmental Review of Federal
Programs’’, is required.

(18) Dates by which selections and
awards are expected to be made and
whether unsuccessful applications will
be returned to the applicant or be re-
tained by DOE and for what period of
time;

(19) A statement that DOE is under
no obligation to pay for any costs asso-
ciated with preparation or submission
of applications if an award is not made.
If an award is made, such costs may be
allowable as provided in the applicable
cost principles (See §§ 600.127 and
600.222);

(20) A statement that DOE reserves
the right to fund, in whole or in part,
any, all, or none of the applications
submitted in response to the solicita-
tion; and

(21) Any other relevant information,
including explanatory information or
factual basis for justifications required
by this part.

§ 600.9 Notice of program interest.

(a) General. (1) DOE may publish peri-
odic Notices of Program Interest in the
FEDERAL REGISTER and other media, as
appropriate, which describes broad,
general, technical problems and areas
of investigation for which DOE may
award grants or cooperative agree-
ments.

(2) DOE shall evaluate any applica-
tion submitted under a Notice of Pro-
gram Interest as an unsolicited appli-
cation.

(b) Contents. The notice shall include:
(1) A brief description of the areas of

interest for which DOE may provide fi-
nancial assistance;

(2) A statement about how resulting
applications will be evaluated and the
criteria for selection and funding;

(3) An expiration date with an expla-
nation that such a date does not rep-
resent a common deadline for applica-
tions but rather that applications may
be submitted at any time before the
notice expires; and

(4) The location for application sub-
mission.

§ 600.10 Form and content of applica-
tions.

(a) General. Applications shall be re-
quired for all financial assistance
projects or programs.

(b) Forms. Applications shall be on
the form or in the format and in the
number of copies specified in a pro-
gram rule, in the solicitation, or in
these regulations. (See also §§ 600.112
and 600.210.) For unsolicited applica-
tions, a guide for preparation and sub-
mission is available from Field/Head-
quarters Support Division, Office of
Procurement and Assistance Manage-
ment, Department of Energy, 1000 Inde-
pendence Avenue SW., Washington, DC
20585.

(c) Contents of an application. In gen-
eral, a financial assistance application
shall include:

(1) A facesheet containing basic iden-
tifying information. The facesheet
shall be the Standard Form (SF)424 or
other approved DOE application form;

(2) A detailed narrative description of
the proposed project, including the ob-
jectives of the project and the appli-
cant’s plan for carrying it out;
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(3) A budget with supporting jus-
tification; and

(4) Any required preaward assur-
ances.

(d) Incomplete applications. DOE may
return an application that:

(1) Is not signed, either in writing or
electronically, by an official author-
ized to bind the applicant; or

(2) Omits any information or docu-
mentation required by statute, pro-
gram rule, or the solicitation, if the
nature of the omission precludes re-
view of the application.

(e) Supplemental information. During
the review of a complete application,
DOE may request the submission of ad-
ditional information only if the infor-
mation is essential to evaluate the ap-
plication.

§ 600.11 Intergovernmental review.
Intergovernmental review of DOE fi-

nancial assistance shall be conducted
in accordance with 10 CFR part 1005.

§ 600.12 Generally applicable require-
ments.

(a) Except as expressly exempted by
Federal statute or program rule, recipi-
ents and subrecipients of DOE financial
assistance shall comply with all gen-
erally applicable requirements to
which they are subject. Generally ap-
plicable requirements include, but are
not limited to, the requirements of this
part, Federal statutes, the OMB Circu-
lars and other Governmentwide guid-
ance implemented by this part, Execu-
tive Orders, and the requirements iden-
tified in appendix A of this part.

(b) Provisions shall be made to design
and construct all buildings, in which
DOE funds are used, to meet appro-
priate seismic design and construction
standards. Seismic codes and standards
meeting or exceeding the provisions of
each of the model codes listed in this
paragraph are considered to be appro-
priate for purposes of this part. These
codes provide a level of seismic safety
that is substantially equivalent to the
National Earthquake Hazards Reduc-
tion Program (NEHRP) Recommended
Provisions for the Development of
Seismic Regulations for New Buildings,
1988 Edition (Federal Emergency Man-
agement Administration 222 and 223).
Revisions of these model codes that are

substantially equivalent to or exceed
the then current or immediately pre-
ceding edition of the NEHRP Rec-
ommended Provisions (which are up-
dated triennially) shall be considered
to be appropriate standards. The model
codes are as follows:

(1) 1991 Uniform Building Code, of the
International Council of Building Offi-
cials,

(2) 1992 Supplement to the National
Building Code, of the Building Official
and Code Administrators Inter-
national.

(3) 1992 Amendments to the Standard
Building Code, of the Southern Build-
ing Code Congress International.

§ 600.13 Objective merit review.
(a) General. (1) It is the policy of DOE

that any financial assistance be award-
ed through a merit-based selection
process. Objective merit review means
a thorough, consistent and independent
examination of applications based on
pre-established criteria by persons
knowledgeable in the field of endeavor
for which support is requested.

(2) Each program office must estab-
lish an objective merit review system
covering the financial assistance pro-
grams it administers. Objective merit
review of financial assistance applica-
tions is intended to be advisory and is
not intended to replace the authority
of the project/program official with re-
sponsibility for deciding whether an
award will be made. It is expected that
the cognizant project/program offi-
cer(s) who will select or be in the direct
chain of supervision recommending se-
lection or rejection of applications will
not be a part of the objective review
group. The objective merit review sys-
tem must set forth the relationship be-
tween the reviewing individuals, or the
review committees or groups, program/
project management involved with di-
rectly advising the selection official
with respect to program/project policy
considerations and the selection offi-
cial who has the final decision-making
authority. In defining this relation-
ship, the system must set out, as a
minimum, the decision-making and
documentation processes to be followed
by the selection official in accepting or
rejecting objective merit review rec-
ommendations.
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